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Abstract

This study aimed to explore how the distribution of scientific
activities in the developed science textbooks for fifth to eighth grades in
Jordan on the kinds of simple scientific inquiry, and to investigate to what
extent do the scientific activities incorporate features of authentic inquiry.
To realize that a sample of (264) scientific activities identified in these
textbooks was analyzed.

Test results showed that the simple illustration experiments were
most kinds of simple inquiry (56.8%), followed by a simple controlled
experiments (35.4%). The least kinds were simple observation
experiments (17.8%). The science textbooks failed to incorporate the
authentic features on scientific activities mentioned in it. Half of these
features were not incorporated in any of these activities, and the other half
on slight or even very slight rates. Making multiple observations was the
most incorporated features (18.2%), and selecting own variables was the
least (2.3%).
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